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1)£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 January 2005 , 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-6.21-26.36-40.55 and 56 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-6.21-26.36-40.55 and 56 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) [3 The drawing(s) filed on 14 October 2003 is/are: a)(3 accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on January 27, 2005 in which 
applicant cancels claim 35 and acknowledges the indication for allowability to claims 1-6, 21-26, 
36-40, and 55-56. Claims 1-6, 21-26, 36-40, and 55-56 are pending. 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 1-6, 21-26, 36-40, and 55-56 is withdrawn in view of 
the newly submitted reference(s) to LeMay et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 20050096125). Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 1-6, 21-26, 36-40, and 55-56 are rejected under 35 US.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by LeMay et al ("LeMay") (U.S. 6,942,574). 

LeMay discloses a method and apparatus for providing entertainment content, such as 
movies, TV programming, audio programming, advertising, e-mail, stock quotes, news, and 
personal messaging, etc., that is of particular interest to a player on a gaming machine based on 
player tracking and separate player identification history. LeMay additionally discloses: 

Regarding Claim 1 : 



Application/Control Number: 10/685, 143 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3713 

• determining a message (Abstract, Figures 4-6, Column 1, lines 7-11, Column 2, lines 
15-29, Column 2, line 55-Column 3, line 3, Column 3, lines 7-60, Column 4, lines 
44-57, 64-67, Column 5, lines 8-12, 21-58, Column 6, lines 19-30, Column 7, lines 
1-18, 26-40, Column 7, line 55-Column 8, line 21, Column 8, lines 33-44, Column 
8, line 58-Column 9, line 10, Column 9, lines 26-31, 60-67, Column 10, lines 28-35, 
Column 1 1, line 15-Column 12, line 49, Column 13, lines 45-67, and Column 14, 
lines 1-21); 

• identifying a game machine (Id); 

• determining gaming activity associated with a player (Id); 

• determining a feature of the game machine, the feature being selected based on the 
gaming activity, wherein the feature that may be activated based on a selection by 
the player (Id.); and 

• outputting the message to a player via the game machine, the message comprising a 
recommendation of the feature (Id). 

Regarding Claim 2: 

• wherein determining the message includes determining a status message (Id.). 
Regarding Claim 3 : 

• wherein determining the message includes determining an instructive message (Id). 
Regarding Claim 4: 

• wherein determining the message includes determining a communication message 
(M). 

Regarding Claim 5: 
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• wherein determining the message includes determining a promotional message {Id). 
Regarding Claim 6: 

• wherein determining the message includes determining an activity-benefit offer (Id). 
Regarding Claim 21: 

• determining a message (Id.); 

• determining a gaming activity of a player (Id); and 

• outputting the message to the player via a game machine based on the gaming 
activity of the player (Id). 

Regarding Claim 22: 

• wherein determining the message includes determining a status message (Id.). 
Regarding Claim 23: 

• wherein determining the message includes determining an instructive message (Id). 
Regarding Claim 24: 

• wherein determining the message includes determining a communication message 
(Id). 

Regarding Claim 25: 

• wherein determining the message includes determining a promotional message (Id.). 
Regarding Claim 26: 

• wherein determining the message includes determining an activity-benefit offer (Id). 
Regarding Claim 36: 

• determining a message (Id.); 
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• determining a first representation of the message and a second representation of the 
message (Id), 

• outputting the first representation of the message to a first player at a game machine 
(Id); and 

• outputting the second representation of the message to a second player at a game 
machine (Id.); 

• wherein determining the first representation includes selecting a representation based 
upon a characteristic of the first player, and wherein determining the second 
representation includes selecting a representation based upon a characteristic of the 
second player (Id.). 

Regarding Claim 37: 

• wherein the first representation is different from the second representation (Id.). 
Regarding Claim 38: 

• determining a message (Id); 

• determining a first representation of the message and a second representation of the 
message (Id); 

• outputting the first representation of the message to a first player at a game machine 
(Id.); and 

• outputting the second representation of the message to a second player at a game 
machine (Id); 

• herein determining the first representation includes selecting a representation based 
upon an indication by the first player, and wherein determining the second 
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representation includes selecting a representation based upon an indication by the 
second player (Id). 
Regarding Claim 39: 

• wherein the first representation is different from the second representation (Id). 
Regarding Claim 40: 

• determining a message to be output to a player at a game machine (Id); and 

• suppressing output of the message, wherein suppressing output of the message 
includes delaying output of the message until a trigger condition is satisfied (Id). 

Regarding Claim 55: 

• determining an occurrence of a trigger condition (Id); 

• identifying a message in a database of messages based on the trigger condition (Id.); 

• identifying a game machine from among a plurality of game machines based on the 
message (Id.); 

• suppressing output of the message until a second trigger condition is satisfied (Id.); 
and 

• displaying the identified message in a partition on the identified game machine upon 
satisfaction of the second trigger condition, wherein the partition is a pop-up 
window, and wherein the identified message includes a feature recommendation 

(id). 

Regarding Claim 56: 

• data indicating how a result of the gaming activity would have been different if the 
recommended feature had been activated during the gaming activity (Id.). 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Brossard '790, Gura '411, Walker et al. c 43 1, Dunn '975, Falciglia '849, disclose 
gaming systems and methods for providing messaging and other entertainment to 
players at gaming machines. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott E. Jones whose telephone number is (571) 272-4438. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Scott E. Jones 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3713 
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